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The Edu�at�on ���� �n�heon De��arat�on and Framework for A�t�on spe���es that the mandate of the Global Education 
Monitoring Report �s to be �the me�han�sm for mon�tor�ng and report�ng on SDG � and on edu�at�on �n the other SDGs� w�th the 
respons�b���ty to �report on the �mp�ementat�on of nat�ona� and �nternat�ona� strateg�es to he�p ho�d a�� re�evant partners to 
a��ount for the�r �omm�tments as part of the overa�� SDG fo��ow�up and rev�ew�. �t �s prepared by an �ndependent team hosted 
by UNES�O.

The des�gnat�ons emp�oyed and the presentat�on of the mater�a� �n th�s pub���at�on do not �mp�y the express�on of any op�n�on 
whatsoever on the part of UNES�O �on�ern�ng the �ega� status of any �ountry, terr�tory, ��ty or area, or of �ts author�t�es, or 
�on�ern�ng the de��m�tat�on of �ts front�ers or boundar�es.

The Global Education Monitoring Report team �s respons�b�e for the �ho��e and the presentat�on of the fa�ts �onta�ned �n 
th�s pub���at�on and for the op�n�ons expressed there�n, wh��h are not ne�essar��y those of UNES�O and do not �omm�t the 
Organ�zat�on. Overa�� respons�b���ty for the v�ews and op�n�ons expressed �n the Report �s taken by �ts D�re�tor.

A�know�edgements go to Rooftop Produ�t�on, South Afr��a, for �o��at�ng mu�h of the photos and �ase study mater�a� 
�onta�ned �n th�s Report. Thanks are a�so extended to the Aga Khan Deve�opment Network, the �anad�an Tea�hers� Federat�on, 
the Erasmus Student Network, the Maya Foundat�on, Refugee R�ghts �entre, Save the �h��dren, UNH�R, UN��EF and W�nd�e 
�nternat�ona� for ass�st�ng w�th a��ess to �arry out the �nterv�ews and photography for th�s pub���at�on.

The Global Education Monitoring Report �s an �ndependent annua� pub���at�on. The GEM Report �s funded by a 
group of governments, mu�t��atera� agen��es and pr�vate foundat�ons and fa����tated and supported by UNES�O.
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� remember �eav�ng my hometown at the age of �� to go to the Starehe G�r�s �entre, 
a �entre for ex�e��en�e for a�adem��a��y ta�ented g�r�s from d�sadvantaged 
ba�kgrounds, more than � hours� dr�ve from my hometown �n K�sumu.  
�t was my �rst t�me �eav�ng home.

� had never been to th�s part of Kenya, but th�s was my on�y opportun�ty to attend 

h�gh s�hoo�. Even though Eng��sh and Swah��� were the o���a� �anguages for �ommun��at�on, 

most of the students were from the reg�on and spoke the reg�ona� �anguage, so �t was 

hard to m�ng�e after s�hoo� hours. As a student, when you are homes��k �t�s a�ways mu�h 

eas�er to express yourse�f fu��y �n your own �anguage than �t �s �n the o���a� �anguage 

of �ommun��at�on. 

The s�tuat�on got worse dur�ng the post�e�e�t�on v�o�en�e �n ����. � happened to be�ong to 

one of the ethn�� groups �nvo�ved, but � was ��v�ng �n the reg�on of the oppos�te ethn�� group. 

On our way ba�k to s�hoo� from the ho��days, we were stopped by rogues, who asked ea�h 

passenger the�r fu�� name before they wou�d a��ow us to pro�eed w�th the �ourney. � made up 

a �ast name �ust to fee� safe. And �t he�ped that � knew how to respond to greet�ngs �n the�r 

�anguage. �n��dents ��ke that �an be very d�s�ourag�ng and fr�ghten�ng to a student, yet even 

�n these k�nds of �ond�t�ons, many st��� manage to �eave the�r homes and trave� far away to try 

to get a��ess to a safe and qua��ty edu�at�on. A��ess to edu�at�on shou�d never be a matter of 

��fe and death, or of so��a� status � edu�at�on �s every �h��d�s b�rthr�ght.

Th�s report on �Edu�at�onOnTheMove �s about those of us as young peop�e who have had 

to move from one reg�on or �ountry to another �n sear�h of edu�at�on, work or se�ur�ty.  

Some of the stor�es are d�shearten�ng be�ause young peop�e have had to fa�e v�o�en�e, 

hunger and �a�k of she�ter or proper ��oth�ng �ust to have a��ess to an opportun�ty that 

Foreword
by V�v�an Onano 
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�ou�d ��ft them out of poverty, take them away from threats and g�ve them d�gn�ty. 

Su�h stor�es rem�nd us of the reforms that need to be �arr�ed out �n edu�at�on 

a�ross the wor�d to make �t �n��us�ve and to promote so��a� �ohes�on. 

The hope �s that you w��� use th�s report to re�ogn�ze where �n�ust��es are happen�ng 

to you or those around you and empower yourse�f to speak up. The report �n��udes 

re�ommendat�ons for governments to he�p them address the edu�at�on needs of 

m�grant and d�sp�a�ed popu�at�ons.

As the next generat�on of �eaders, we must use the power of our vo��es to ho�d 

our �eaders a��ountab�e and make sure they de��ver for m�grants and refugees.

Lots of pos�t�ve th�ngs are happen�ng to he�p m�grants and refugees today, from 

new g�oba� �ompa�ts �omm�tt�ng �ountr�es to edu�at�on �mprovement, to reg�ona� 

de��arat�ons on �n��us�ve refugee edu�at�on, and �ount�ess �nnovat�ons a�med at 

mak�ng th�ngs better by �ountr�es su�h as �anada, �had, the Ph���pp�nes, Turkey 

and Uganda.

� �ount on you to use th�s report to �nform yourse�f, share your story and 

be vo�a� on the �mportan�e of proper edu�at�on and �earn�ng for everyone, 

�n��ud�ng m�grants and refugees.

 

Vivian Onano 
Youth Representat�ve,  

Global Education Monitoring Report Adv�sory Board 
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Leave no one behind 

Th�s �s among the most asp�rat�ona� g�oba� �omm�tments 
of the Un�ted Nat�ons ���� Agenda for Susta�nab�e 
Deve�opment. M�grat�on and d�sp�a�ement are two g�oba� 
�ha��enges the agenda needs to address �n a�h�ev�ng 
the �� Susta�nab�e Deve�opment Goa�s �SDGs�, �n��ud�ng 
SDG �: �Ensure �n��us�ve and equ�tab�e qua��ty edu�at�on 
and promote ��fe�ong �earn�ng opportun�t�es for a���.

M�grat�on and d�sp�a�ement �ntera�t w�th edu�at�on 
�n many ways. These ��nks a�e�t those who 
move, those who stay and those who host  
�mm�grants, refugees or other d�sp�a�ed popu�at�ons. 
�nterna� m�grat�on ma�n�y a�e�ts many rap�d�y urban�z�ng 
m�dd�e �n�ome �ountr�es, su�h as �h�na, where more than 
one �n three rura� �h��dren are �eft beh�nd by m�grat�ng 
parents. �nternat�ona� m�grat�on ma�n�y a�e�ts h�gh 
�n�ome �ountr�es, where �mm�grants make up at �east 
��� of the student popu�at�on �n ha�f of s�hoo�s. �t a�so 
a�e�ts send�ng �ountr�es: More than one �n four w�tness 
at �east one��fth of the�r sk���ed nat�ona�s em�grat�ng. 
D�sp�a�ement ma�n�y a�e�ts �ow �n�ome �ountr�es, 
wh��h host ��� of the g�oba� popu�at�on but ��� of 
the g�oba� refugee popu�at�on, often �n the�r most 
edu�at�ona��y depr�ved areas. More than ha�f of those 
for��b�y d�sp�a�ed are under age �
.

M�grat�on and d�sp�a�ement a�e�t edu�at�on. 
They requ�re systems to a��ommodate those who 
move and those �eft beh�nd. �ountr�es are �ha��enged 
to fu��� the �nternat�ona� �omm�tment to respe�t the 
r�ght to edu�at�on for a��. They must often a�t qu��k�y, 
under severe �onstra�nts or even oppos�t�on from some 
�onst�tuen��es. They need to address the needs of those 
�ramm�ng �nto s�ums, ��v�ng nomad��a��y or awa�t�ng 
refugee status. Tea�hers have to dea� w�th mu�t���ngua� 
��assrooms and traumas a�e�t�ng d�sp�a�ed students. 
Qua����at�ons and pr�or �earn�ng need to be re�ogn�zed to 
make the most of m�grants� and refugees� sk���s.

Edu�at�on a�so a�e�ts m�grat�on and d�sp�a�ement. 
�t �s a ma�or dr�ver �n the de��s�on to m�grate. 
Domest��a��y, those w�th tert�ary edu�at�on are tw��e 
as ��ke�y to m�grate as those w�th pr�mary edu�at�on; 
�nternat�ona��y, they are �ve t�mes as ��ke�y. Edu�at�on 
a�e�ts not on�y m�grants� att�tudes, asp�rat�ons and 
be��efs but a�so those of the�r hosts. �n�reased ��assroom 
d�vers�ty br�ngs both �ha��enges and opportun�t�es 
to �earn from other �u�tures and exper�en�es. 
Appropr�ate edu�at�on �ontent �an he�p ��t�zens 
�r�t��a��y pro�ess �nformat�on and promote �ohes�ve 
so��et�es; �nappropr�ate �ontent �an spread negat�ve, 
part�a�, ex��us�ve or d�sm�ss�ve not�ons of �mm�grants 
and refugees.

����k to p�ay v�deo 
�n your browser

Our world is experiencing the 
biggest migration in history, 
from villages to cities and form 
one country to another. We must 
ensure that no�one is left behind. 
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COUNTRIES ARE INCLUDING IMMIGRANTS AND 
REFUGEES IN NATIONAL EDUCATION SYSTEMS

Governments have taken �n�reas�ng�y bo�d steps to 
assume edu�at�on respons�b���t�es prev�ous�y prov�ded 
for on�y �n �nternat�ona� agreements.  �n re�ent years, 
the wor�d has moved towards �n��ud�ng �mm�grants and 
refugees �n nat�ona� edu�at�on systems. Ex��us�onary 
pra�t��es are be�ng abandoned as a resu�t of forward�
�ook�ng de��s�ons, po��t��a� pragmat�sm and �nternat�ona� 
so��dar�ty. �ountr�es party to the ���
 G�oba� �ompa�t 
for Safe, Order�y and Regu�ar M�grat�on and the G�oba� 
�ompa�t on Refugees, wh��h extens�ve�y refer to 
edu�at�on, re�ogn�ze edu�at�on as an opportun�ty.

H�stor��a��y, ass�m��at�on was the norm �n most h�gh 
�n�ome �ountr�es host�ng fore�gn workers �n the post�war 
per�od. Among �� h�gh �n�ome �ountr�es, Austra��a and 
�anada had adopted mu�t��u�tura��sm �n the�r �urr��u�a 
by ��
�. By ����, �t had been adopted �n F�n�and, �re�and, 
New Zea�and and Sweden as we��, and part�y adopted �n 
over two�th�rds of the �ountr�es.

H�stor��a��y, most governments a�so prov�ded para��e� 
edu�at�on to refugees, but su�h systems usua��y 
�a�ked qua���ed tea�hers, exam�nat�ons were not 
�ert��ab�e, and fund�ng r�sked be�ng �ut at short not��e. 
Rather than keep�ng the hope of return a��ve, para��e� 
edu�at�on dur�ng protra�ted d�sp�a�ement d�m�n�shed 
the �han�e of a mean�ngfu� ��fe �n �rst �ountr�es of 
asy�um. Today, however, �ountr�es su�h as �had, the 

�s�am�� Repub��� of �ran and Turkey shou�der substant�a� 
�osts to ensure that Sudanese, Afghan, Syr�an and other 
refugees attend s�hoo� a�ongs�de nat�ona�s. �n the ���� 
D��bout� De��arat�on on Reg�ona� Refugee Edu�at�on, 
seven edu�at�on m�n�sters from eastern Afr��a �omm�tted 
to the �n��us�on of edu�at�on for refugees and returnees 
�nto se�tor p�ans by ����. Uganda has a�ready fu����ed 
the prom�se.

Edu�at�on for the �nterna��y d�sp�a�ed �s vu�nerab�e to 
�ntra�tab�e �on���ts. �o�omb�a, w�th the wor�d�s se�ond�
�argest �nterna��y d�sp�a�ed popu�at�on, su�ers the 
�ont�nued operat�on of armed groups. Yet, for the past 
�� years, �t has taken measures to ensure d�sp�a�ed �h��dren 
are treated preferent�a��y �n terms of a��ess to edu�at�on.

�nterna� m�grat�on �s a�so �ha��eng�ng �n��us�on �n 
edu�at�on. Rura� m�grant workers �onst�tute ��� of the 
�h�nese popu�at�on fo��ow�ng the �argest wave of �nterna� 
m�grat�on �n re�ent h�story.  Res�den�e perm�t 
restr��t�ons �ntrodu�ed �n an attempt to �ontro� the �ows 
�ed the ma�or�ty of m�grant �h��dren �n ��t�es �n��ud�ng 
Be���ng to attend unauthor�zed m�grant s�hoo�s of �ower 
qua��ty. S�n�e ���	, the government has progress�ve�y 
rev�sed the system, requ�r�ng �o�a� author�t�es to prov�de 
edu�at�on to m�grant �h��dren, abo��sh�ng pub��� s�hoo� 
fees for them and de�oup��ng reg�stered res�den�e from 
a��ess to edu�at�on for m�grants. �n �nd�a, the ���� R�ght 
to Edu�at�on A�t �ega��y ob��ged �o�a� author�t�es to adm�t 
m�grant �h��dren, wh��e nat�ona� gu�de��nes re�ommend 
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�ex�b�e adm�ss�on, seasona� hoste�s, 
transport support, mob��e edu�at�on 
vo�unteers and �mproved �oord�nat�on 
between states and d�str��ts.

MAJOR BARRIERS TO 
EDUCATION FOR IMMIGRANTS AND 
REFUGEES PERSIST

�mm�grants may be nom�na��y �n��uded but pra�t��a��y 
ex��uded. They may be kept �n preparatory ��asses too 
�ong, for �nstan�e.  �n Austr�a�s Styr�a state, �h��dren 
above age �� not deemed ready for se�ondary s�hoo� 
are not ent�t�ed to attend and, after assessment, are 
transferred to spe��a� �ourses. Some �ountr�es separate 
students w�th �ower a�adem�� ab���ty, often those w�th 
�mm�grant ba�kgrounds, �nto �ess demand�ng tra�ks, 
wh��h �omprom�ses subsequent opportun�t�es. Moro��an 
and Turk�sh se�ond�generat�on �mm�grant students �n 
Amsterdam were �ve t�me as ��ke�y as nat�ves to enter 
�ower se�ondary vo�at�ona� tra�ks at age ��. Tra�k�ng 
starts as young as age �� �n Germany. �n add�t�on, 
�mm�grants tend to be �on�entrated �n spe���� 
ne�ghbourhoods and �n s�hoo�s w�th �ower a�adem�� 
standards and performan�e �eve�s, wh��h negat�ve�y 
a�e�ts the�r edu�at�on a�h�evement. Segregat�on �s 
exa�erbated when nat�ve students move to wea�th�er 
ne�ghbourhoods or the�r fam���es evade po����es to 
ma�nta�n a d�verse student body.

Barr�ers to �mm�grant edu�at�on may pers�st 
desp�te e�orts towards �n��us�on. �n South Afr��a, 
edu�at�on �eg�s�at�on guarantees the r�ght to edu�at�on 
for a�� �h��dren �rrespe�t�ve of m�grat�on or �ega� status, 
but �mm�grat�on �eg�s�at�on prevents undo�umented 
m�grants from enro���ng. S�hoo� gatekeepers may 
�ns�st on �omp�ete do�umentat�on, be��ev�ng the 
�aw requ�res �t, as w�th �entra� As�an �mm�grants �n 
the Russ�an Federat�on. �n the Un�ted States, ant��
�mm�grat�on ra�ds �ed to surges �n dropout among 
�h��dren of undo�umented �mm�grants wary of 
deportat�on, whereas an ear��er po���y prov�d�ng 
deportat�on prote�t�on had �n�reased se�ondary 
s�hoo� �omp�et�on.

�mm�grant �h��dren may advan�e re�at�ve 
to peers �n home �ountr�es but �ag 

beh�nd peers �n host �ountr�es.  
�n the Un�ted States, �h��dren of 

�mm�grants from e�ght Lat�n 
Amer��an and �ar�bbean �ountr�es 

had �.� more years of edu�at�on, 
on average, than those who 

had not em�grated. Yet the�r atta�nment 
and a�h�evement often �agged beh�nd those of host 
�ountry peers. �n the European Un�on, tw��e as many 
fore�gn�born youth as nat�ves �eft s�hoo� ear�y �n ����. 
�n ����, �n Organ�sat�on for E�onom�� �o�operat�on and 
Deve�opment �ountr�es, �rst�generat�on �mm�grants 
were ��� �ess ��ke�y and se�ond�generat�on �mm�grants 
��� �ess ��ke�y than nat�ves to atta�n bas�� pro���en�y 
�n read�ng, mathemat��s and s��en�e. The po�nt �n 
the ��fe �y��e at wh��h peop�e ponder or undertake 
m�grat�on �s a key determ�nant of the�r edu�at�on 
�nvestment, �nterrupt�on, exper�en�e and out�omes. �n the 
Un�ted States, ��� of Mex��an �mm�grants who arr�ved at 
age � d�d not �omp�ete se�ondary s�hoo�, �ompared w�th 
��� of those who arr�ved at age ��.

Asy�um�seek�ng �h��dren and youth are deta�ned �n 
many �ountr�es, often w�th ��m�ted or no a��ess to 
edu�at�on,  �n��ud�ng �n Austra��a, �ndones�a, Ma�ays�a, 
Mex��o, Nauru and Tha��and. �n Hungary, asy�um�seek�ng 
fam���es w�th �h��dren, and una��ompan�ed �h��dren 
above age ��, stay �n one of two trans�t zones w�thout 
a��ess to edu�at�on, ex�ept that prov�ded by ��v�� 
so��ety organ�zat�ons ��SOs�, wh��e the�r app���at�ons 
are pro�essed.

The degree and evo�ut�on of refugee �n��us�on �n 
nat�ona� edu�at�on vary a�ross d�sp�a�ement �ontexts, 
a�e�ted by geography, h�story, resour�es and �apa��ty. 
�on�entrat�on of refugees �n remote �amps, as �n Kenya, 
may resu�t �n on�y part�a� �n��us�on and geograph��a� 
separat�on. Resour�es �an be a key �onstra�nt: 
Lebanon and �ordan, w�th the most refugees per �ap�ta, 
have adopted doub�e�sh�ft edu�at�on, produ��ng tempora� 
separat�on. �n severa� �ontexts, refugees �ont�nue to be 
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edu�ated �n separate, non�forma� �ommun�ty�based 
or pr�vate s�hoo�s, the �argest re�ent d�sp�a�ement 
of Roh�ngya �ee�ng Myanmar for Bang�adesh be�ng 
a prom�nent �ase. Su�h s�hoo�s may be �n�t�ated and 
supported by �nternat�ona� organ�zat�ons or refugees and 
�o�a� �ommun�t�es themse�ves, and may or may not be 
�ert��ed. �n Pak�stan, the pr�mary net enro�ment rate of 
Afghan refugee g�r�s was ha�f that of boys and �ess than 
ha�f the pr�mary attendan�e rate for g�r�s �n Afghan�stan.

Refugee edu�at�on rema�ns underfunded. A�though the 
two ma�n databases are �n�on��us�ve, th�s report 
est�mates that US�
�� m����on was spent on refugee 
edu�at�on �n ���	, sp��t rough�y equa��y between 
human�tar�an and deve�opment a�d. That �s on�y about 
one�th�rd of the most re�ent�y est�mated fund�ng gap. 
�f the �nternat�ona� �ommun�ty emp�oyed human�tar�an 
a�d on�y, the share to edu�at�on wou�d have to �n�rease 
tenfo�d to meet refugees� edu�at�on needs.

�mprov�ng refugee edu�at�on fund�ng requ�res 
br�dg�ng human�tar�an and deve�opment a�d �n ��ne 
w�th �omm�tments �n the New York De��arat�on 
for Refugees and M�grants. �mp�ementat�on of the 
�omprehens�ve Refugee Response Framework s�n�e 
���	 to operat�ona��ze these �omm�tments �n �� �ountr�es 
�s generat�ng usefu� �essons, a�though the w�thdrawa� 
of the Un�ted Repub��� of Tanzan�a has drawn attent�on 
to �mprovements st��� requ�red. The Edu�at�on �annot 
Wa�t fund for emergen��es, and �ts potent�a� to mob���ze 
new, pred��tab�e, mu�t�year funds, shou�d support ��oser 
�ooperat�on between human�tar�an and deve�opment 
a�tors and the �n��us�on of refugees �n nat�ona� 
edu�at�on systems.

EDUCATION IMPROVEMENTS CAN HELP 
MIGRANTS AND REFUGEES FULLY REALIZE 
THEIR POTENTIAL

�urr��u�a and textbooks often �n��ude outdated 
dep��t�ons of m�grat�on and d�sp�a�ement, desp�te 
broad pub��� support for �hange �n some �ontexts: 

�� of respondents �n EU �ountr�es agreed s�hoo� 
mater�a�s shou�d �over ethn�� d�vers�ty. By not address�ng 

d�vers�ty �n edu�at�on, �ountr�es �gnore �ts power to 
promote so��a� �n��us�on and �ohes�on. A g�oba� ana�ys�s 
showed that so��a� s��en�e textbook �overage of 
�on���t prevent�on and reso�ut�on � e.g. d�s�uss�on of 
domest�� or �nternat�ona� tr�a�s, truth �omm�ss�ons and 
e�onom�� reparat�ons � was �ow at around ��� of texts �n 
���������.

Tea�hers a�e�ted by m�grat�on and d�sp�a�ement are 
�nadequate�y prepared to �arry out the more �omp�ex 
tasks th�s enta��s, su�h as manag�ng mu�t���ngua� 
��assrooms and he�p�ng �h��dren need�ng psy�hoso��a� 
support. �n s�x European �ountr�es, ha�f of tea�hers 
fe�t there was �nsu���ent support to manage d�vers�ty 
�n the ��assroom; �n the Syr�an Arab Repub���, ��� of 
tea�hers surveyed had no tra�n�ng on prov�d�ng �h��dren 
w�th psy�hoso��a� support. Tea�her re�ru�tment and 
management po����es often rea�t too s�ow�y to emerg�ng 
needs. Germany needs an add�t�ona� ��,��� tea�hers 
and edu�ators, Turkey needs 
�,��� tea�hers and 
Uganda needs �,��� pr�mary tea�hers to tea�h a�� 
�urrent refugees.

S�hoo�s w�th h�gh �mm�grant and refugee popu�at�ons 
need targeted resour�es to support strugg��ng 
�earners. On�y a handfu� of h�gh �n�ome �ountr�es 
exp����t�y �ons�der m�grat�on status �n s�hoo� budgets. 
Other d�mens�ons of d�sadvantage, �n��ud�ng the 
ne�ghbourhood depr�vat�on and ��m�ted �anguage 
pro���en�y often asso��ated w�th these students, 
typ��a��y tr�gger h�gher per�student fund�ng �n s�hoo�s 
w�th h�gher �on�entrat�ons.

Adu�t m�grant and refugee edu�at�on needs are often 
neg�e�ted. Non�forma� edu�at�on programmes �an be 
�r�t��a� for strengthen�ng a sense of be�ong�ng, and mu�h 
rests on mun���pa� �n�t�at�ves. L�tera�y sk���s support 
so��a� and �nter�u�tura� �ommun��at�on and phys��a�, 
so��a� and e�onom�� we���be�ng, but s�gn���ant barr�ers 
��m�t a��ess to and su��ess �n adu�t �anguage programmes 
�n some �ountr�es. A ���	 survey of asy�um�seekers �n 

@GEMReport    |    #EducationOnTheMove    |    bit.ly/2019gemreportyouth

10



Germany showed that ��� were ��terate �n a Lat�n s�r�pt, 
��� were ��terate �n another s�r�pt and ��� were ����terate. 
Yet the �atter were the �east ��ke�y to attend a ��tera�y or 
�anguage �ourse.

F�nan��a� ��tera�y �an prote�t m�grants and he�p 
househo�ds make the most of rem�ttan�es.  
Rem�ttan�es �n�reased edu�at�on spend�ng by over ��� 
�n �
 �ountr�es �n Afr��a and As�a and by over ��� �n Lat�n 
Amer��a. Redu��ng transa�t�on �osts to ��, from the 
�urrent g�oba� average of �.��, �ou�d prov�de an add�t�ona� 
US�� b����on for edu�at�on every year.

Re�ogn�t�on of qua����at�ons and pr�or �earn�ng �an 
ease entry �nto �abour markets, espe��a��y �on�ern�ng 
profess�ona� qua����at�ons.  �f m�grants and refugees 
�a�k a��ess to emp�oyment that uses the�r sk���s, 
they are un��ke�y to deve�op them further. However, 
�ess than one‑quarter of g�oba� m�grants are �overed 
by a b��atera� qua����at�ons re�ogn�t�on agreement. 
Ex�st�ng me�han�sms are often fragmented or too 
�omp�ex to meet �mm�grants� and refugees� needs and 
end up underut���zed. �ountr�es a�so must harmon�ze 
tert�ary edu�at�on standards and qua��ty assuran�e 
me�han�sms to re�ogn�ze a�adem�� qua����at�ons at the 
b��atera�, reg�ona� or g�oba� �eve�. Adopt�ng the G�oba� 
�onvent�on on the Re�ogn�t�on of H�gher Edu�at�on 
Qua����at�ons, expe�ted �n ����, w��� be key.  

The two new �ompa�ts on m�grants and refugees 
re�ogn�ze edu�at�on�s ro�e and set ob�e�t�ves a��gned 
w�th the g�oba� �omm�tment to �eave no one beh�nd. 
Th�s report makes seven re�ommendat�ons that support 
�mp�ementat�on of the �ompa�ts:

■� Prote�t the r�ght to edu�at�on of m�grants and 
d�sp�a�ed peop�e

■� �n��ude m�grants and d�sp�a�ed peop�e �n nat�ona� 
edu�at�on systems

■� Understand and p�an for the edu�at�on needs of 
m�grants and d�sp�a�ed peop�e

■� Represent m�grat�on and d�sp�a�ement h�stor�es �n 
edu�at�on a��urate�y to �ha��enge pre�ud��es

■� Prepare tea�hers of m�grants and refugees to address 
d�vers�ty and hardsh�p

■� Harness the potent�a� of m�grants and 
d�sp�a�ed peop�e

■� Support edu�at�on needs of m�grants and d�sp�a�ed 
peop�e �n human�tar�an and deve�opment a�d.
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�A�LOO K�NDERGARTENS PROV�DE 
EDU�AT�ON FOR THE �H�LDREN OF 
PASTORAL�ST FAM�L�ES who move to 
mounta�n pastures �jailoo� �n the summer 
to fatten the�r ��vesto�k for the w�nter. The 
k�ndergartens ensure that �h��dren do not fa�� 
beh�nd �n the�r stud�es wh��e the�r fam���es are 
on the move. Lessons are des�gned to mat�h 
the ��festy�e of the �h��dren and tea�hers 
are equ�pped w�th �u�tura��y respons�ve 
tea�h�ng mater�a�s.

�� tea�h �essons re�ated to ��ve��hoods,� Sazh�da 
to�d us. �For examp�e, we ho�d a �esson on the 
top�� of kurut, and so we tea�h how to �ook 
�t. �h��dren deve�op the�r spee�h and �earn 
d���gen�e, and a�so �earn to �ount and estab��sh 
order and ��ean��ness.

A�so, �n �essons, �h��dren �earn to pa�nt on 
stones, and make a herbar�um; �n th�s way, we 
deve�op a �ove for nature. �n �essons, we a�so 
tea�h nat�ona� trad�t�ons and nat�ona� games.�

P�oneered by the Aga Khan Foundat�on 
Mounta�n So��et�es Deve�opment Support 
Programme, �� jailoo k�ndergartens are 
�urrent�y operat�ng. They fo��ow the 
nat�ona� pre�s�hoo� �urr��u�um and emp�oy 
tea�hers tra�ned �n �urrent best pra�t��es 
for ear�y �h��dhood deve�opment. An �nterna� 
assessment found that �h��dren attend�ng 
these k�ndergartens s�ored s�gn���ant�y h�gher 
�n the�r tests �n autumn than those who d�d not 
attend them.

Sazh�da runs a kindergarten 
for pastoralist children �n 
the mounta�ns of Kyrgyzstan dur�ng 
the summer

Governments should consider implementing �exible 

school calendars and education tracking systems 

and designing curricula relevant to the livelihoods of 

children of nomads and seasonal workers.

�Edu�at�onOnTheMove
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“
�BE�OM�NG A TEA�HER �N A FORE�GN 
�OUNTRY �S REALLY �HALLENG�NG. � had 
two or three �nterv�ews where � sa�d that � 
was not a �anad�an ��t�zen yet, and k�nd of 
never got a �a�� aga�n. Some un�vers�t�es� 
requ�rements are very str��t for fore�gn 
tea�hers. Some wou�d on�y grant me a quarter 
of a �anad�an �red�t for every �uban �red�t. 
Some thought that a tea�her w�th an a��ent 
from a sma�� �ar�bbean �ountry d�d not have 
what �t takes or have mu�h to o�er. 

We, fore�gn tea�hers, br�ng our �u�ture, 
d��erent tea�h�ng perspe�t�ves, exper�en�es 
and va�ues from our o�d �ountry to �anada 
w�th the end goa� of he�p�ng our students 
be�ome ��fe�ong �earners.�

�ohn �s a �uban tea�her who moved 
to �anada �n ���� and faced 
difficulty finding work

�ust over one quarter 
of �ountr�es see at �east

20%
of the�r highly skilled

em�grate

Countries need to harness the potential of migrant teachers. Migrants, 
including teachers, possess skills that can help transform not only 
their and their families� lives but also both host and home economies 
and societies. Mechanisms to recognize academic quali�cations and 
professional skills, including those of teachers, should be made simpler, 
cheaper and more transparent and �exible.� �Edu�at�onOnTheMove
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“

KUTENDA �S A ���YEAR�OLD Z�MBABWEAN BOY 
�n South Afr��a who �s �u�ky to be �n s�hoo� at a��. 
He has no do�umentat�on be�ause the �ountry�s 
perm�t requ�rements for Z�mbabwean m�grants 
have �hanged so many t�mes. The �ast perm�t 
s�heme spe����a��y for Z�mbabwean m�grants 
exp�red �n ����, so fam���es now have to app�y for 
new perm�ts, as we�� as new study perm�ts for the�r 
�h��dren. These �an take 	��� months to be �ssued, 

GEM Report/Rooftop

�eav�ng a �ot of ����ega�� Z�mbabwean �h��dren �n the 
�ountry. Kutenda �an �ont�nue h�s stud�es on�y 
be�ause of a persona� r�sk taken by h�s pr�n��pa�.

Gary, the pr�n��pa�, r�sks a �ne of �,��� South Afr��an 
Rand �US����
 per undo�umented �h��d he �ets 
attend h�s s�hoo�.  �n the past, w�th 	� su�h 
�h��dren attend�ng, he�s been at r�sk of be�ng 
persona��y �ned up to ZAR���,���, or US���,���. 

�� don�t regard myse�f as the top guy. ��m �ust 
pass�onate about edu�at�on. �n many �nstan�es, 
s�hoo�s w��� not a��ow them �n be�ause they�re go�ng 
by the book. � �an�t understand that. The system �s 
�ett�ng them down. �t �s a �onst�tut�ona� r�ght for a 
�h��d to be edu�ated, but �t seems as �f Home A�a�rs 
overr�des the �onst�tut�on. �f they were not �n s�hoo�, 
where wou�d they be? They�d be out �n the streets; 
they�d be�ome de��nquents. So, hav�ng the �h��dren �n 
the s�hoo� � edu�at�ng them, tea�h�ng them va�ues 
and att�tudes � they��� be�ome better peop�e, and 
that �an one day be bene���a� to the �ountry and the 
e�onomy of the �ountry.�

Undo�umented �h��dren 
cannot go to school  
�n South Afr��a: �The system  
�s �ett�ng them down�
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CREDIT:  GEM Report/Rooftop

RECOMMENDATION:
Prote�t the r�ght to edu�at�on of m�grants and 
refugees, whatever the�r �dent���at�on do�uments 
or res�den�e status  

D�s�r�m�natory barr�ers, wh��h are proh�b�ted �n �nternat�ona� 
�ega� and po��t��a� agreements, shou�d a�so be exp����t�y 
proh�b�ted by �aw. Regu�at�ons shou�d �eave no grey areas for 
re��nterpretat�on at d��erent �eve�s of the edu�at�on system or 
by �nd�v�dua� o��ers. Moreover, author�t�es shou�d ensure that 
m�grant and d�sp�a�ed fam���es are aware of the�r r�ghts and are 
prov�ded w�th �nformat�on on how to reg�ster and progress �n 
s�hoo�. The amount of t�me that m�grants and refugees spend 
away from study�ng shou�d be m�n�m�zed, w�th the a�m of 
hav�ng �h��dren out of s�hoo� for no longer than three months.  

Governments must protect the right 

to education of migrants and refugees, 

whatever their residence status. Lack of 

identity documents and certi�cates must 

not be used to exclude migrant children 

from education. 

#EducationOnTheMove

Desp�te treaty �omm�tments to 

non‑d�s�r�m�nat�on, MAKING THE RIGHT 
TO EDUCATION CONDITIONAL 
ON CITIZENSHIP AND/OR LEGAL 
RESIDENCY STATUS IS MAYBE THE 
MOST COMMON WAY OF EXPLICITLY 
EXCLUDING MIGRANTS   

�n �onst�tut�ons or edu�at�on �eg�s�at�on. 

South Afr��a�s �onst�tut�on, as we�� as nat�ona� 

edu�at�on �eg�s�at�on, guarantees the r�ght 

to edu�at�on for a�� �h��dren, whatever the�r 

m�grat�on or �ega� status. However, the ���� 

�mm�grat�on A�t prevents undo�umented 

m�grants from enro���ng. Prov�s�ona� reg�strat�on 

�s a��owed w�thout do�uments, but th�s ru�e �s 

often �gnored.
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GEM Report/Zhantu Chakma

Tea�hers multitask �n Bang�adesh�s 
�ox�s Bazar �amps for Roh�ngya refugees

ANOWAR �S A ROH�NGYA REFUGEE WHO HAS BEEN L�V�NG �N 
�OX�S BAZAR �N BANGLADESH FOR OVER A YEAR.  He �s a 
�earn�ng �nstru�tor �n the Burmese �anguage. ���m happy. We Roh�ngya 
need edu�at�on. �f we don�t get �t, we��� su�er a �ot.

At the beg�nn�ng, �t was a b�t d���u�t be�ause �h��dren were s�ared by 
the th�ngs that had happened �n Myanmar. They saw �ots of peop�e 
be�ng s�aughtered when they were �ee�ng, so they were depressed. 
We he�ped them �ome to s�hoo� for edu�at�on and he�ped �ure them 
of the depress�on.�

�U� �S A HOST �OMMUN�TY TEA�HER �N �AMP ��, SUPPORTED BY 
UN��EF. �� not��ed that the �h��dren haven�t been ab�e to get the �ove of 
parents. Now they are very ex��ted about gett�ng su�h �ove and �ar�ng.  

We go to them and ask �f they have any prob�ems, and after ��sten�ng, 
we prov�de them w�th a �ot of games that we have and �f there �s any 
ser�ous �ssue then we go to the�r parents and so�ve �t there. That �s 
why they fee� happy to �ome here �n s�hoo�, be�ause we �ommun��ate 
we�� w�th them; they fee� �nsp�red, and that makes me fee� very good. 
We don�t �ust make them aware of edu�at�on � we make them aware 
of hea�th as we��. For examp�e, a few days ago we were to�d to prepare 
the k�ds to take the d�phther�a va���ne.�

Teachers of migrants and refugees must be adequately prepared to 
address trauma and stress. Teachers in displacement contexts need to 
be sensitive to the particular di�culties faced by displaced students and 
parents, and must work with communities to support children. Teachers 
who work in very challenging and stressful environments need extra 
support themselves to deal with di�cult working conditions.

�Edu�at�onOnTheMove
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�h��dren �n board�ng s�hoo�s �n �h�na 
want better facilities

ZH� HAS L�VED �N A BOARD�NG S�HOOL S�N�E HE WAS 
N�NE YEARS OLD, when h�s parents moved for work. Now �n 
grade �ve, he sees h�s parents, who work �n Da��, at �east three 
t�mes a year, somet�mes more. �f he �ou�d �hange anyth�ng 
about the s�hoo�, he wou�d �mprove the equ�pment �n the 
��assrooms and the d�n�ng fa����t�es. 

�HA Q�AN �S �� YEARS OLD AND HAS L�VED AT 
BOARD�NG S�HOOL S�N�E SHE WAS ��. She on�y 
sees her parents on�e a year. �f she �ou�d �hange 
anyth�ng about the s�hoo�, she wou�d �hange the 
dorm�tor�es and the number of students �n the ��ass.
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�N KENYA�S KAKUMA REFUGEE �AMP, 
a �two‑s�hoo�s��n�one� approa�h was tr�ed to he�p make up for 
the �a�k of se�ondary s�hoo�s. Two sets of students attend, 
one �n the morn�ng and one �n the afternoon, ea�h �over�ng the 
e�ght �essons a day requ�red by the �urr��u�um. Ea�h sh�ft has 
�ts own deputy pr�n��pa�, heads of department, tea�hers and 
�ts own separate un�form. The s�heme has been su�h a su��ess 
that �t has been �op�ed �n three other s�hoo�s, and the number 
of students enro��ed has gone up.

�The two�s�hoo�s��n�one �dea was �ntended to so�ve �ongest�on 
�n ��asses. However, the �ongest�on prob�em has not been 
reso�ved. Next year, over 	,��� students w��� be �ompet�ng for 
�,��� spa�es �n the � se�ondary s�hoo�s �n Kakuma refugee 
�amp. More ��asses need to be �onstru�ted.

A��ess to edu�at�on enab�es students to a�qu�re sk���s �n 
pea�efu� ��v�ng and �on���t reso�ut�on, wh��h �s �mportant for 
re�onstru�t�ng the�r mother �ountr�es.�

Low and middle income countries 

hosted ��� of all refugees in ����.  

ABOUT 52% OF ALL 
REFUGEES ARE UNDER  

THE AGE OF 18, and � in � are 

under the age of �.   

Around ��� live in managed camps 

or collective centres, mostly in  

sub�Saharan Africa. 

George tea�hes �n a double-shift 
school in a refugee camp  
�n Kenya

GEM Report/Nicola Simmonds

�The two schools�in�one 
was to solve congestion 
in classes. However, the 
congestion problem has 
not been resolved. This is 
because students from �� 
primary schools in Kakuma 
camp compete for space in � 
secondary schools.�

Countries need to commit 
to meeting the education 
needs of displaced people. 
Displaced people and migrants should be included 
in national education systems, through multi�
year education sector planning and adequate 
budgetary provision.

�Edu�at�onOnTheMove
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Nesr�n �s the headm�stress at a  
girls’ primary school for  
  Palestinian refugees �n Lebanon

NESR�N WAS BORN �N A REFUGEE 
�AMP RUN BY THE UN�TED NAT�ONS 
REL�EF AND WORKS AGEN�Y for 
Pa�est�ne Refugees �n the Near East 
�UNRWA�, the UN agen�y that prov�des 
free bas�� edu�at�on and support to 
��	,��� Pa�est�n�an refugee �h��dren. She �s 
now a headm�stress �n a s�hoo� �n the same 
�amp. She �s worr�ed the s�hoo� m�ght have 
to ��ose, and about the �mpa�t that wou�d 
have on �h��dren�s safety, be�ause a key 
donor, the Un�ted States, announ�ed �n 
August ���
 that �t wou�d �ease �ts support. 

�Peop�e �n E�n H��weh �amp ��ve �n harsh 
�ond�t�ons. Often �nd�v�dua� feuds, 
assass�nat�ons and random shoot�ngs �ause 
stray bu��ets to �y around my s�hoo�. We �ead 
students to safety areas unt�� the feud ends. �f 
there are armed ��ashes wh��e we are at s�hoo�, 
we eva�uate students on�e we�re sure they 
�an rea�h home unharmed. O�er�ng qua��ty 
edu�at�on to students at t�mes of unrest �s 
my ma�n goa� as a s�hoo� pr�n��pa�. Ea�h year � 
fee� so happy when � see students fee� safe to 
�ome ba�k to s�hoo�. Res���en�e, en�ounter�ng 
�ha��enges, �om�ng up w�th new so�ut�ons, 
ventur�ng �nto new paths are our de�n�ng 
�hara�ter�st��s as Pa�est�ne refugees.�

Nesrin Ayoub

would require the share of 
education in humanitarian aid 

to �n�rease...

To meet even the most 
basic education needs of 

children in crises
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LAT�KA WAS BORN �N MUMBA�, but when she 
was one year o�d, she moved to a v���age �a��ed 
Ner�� to ��ve w�th her grandparents, wh��e her parents 
stayed beh�nd �n Mumba� to work. When she was 
��, her grandfather d�ed and she moved ba�k to 
Mumba�, ��v�ng �n a s�um, work�ng �n a househo�d, 
and for�ed to �eave s�hoo�. ��t was a very shatter�ng 
�hange for us, but we d�d not have any opt�on�, 
she sa�d.

An NGO supported by Save the �h��dren he�ped 
her return to s�hoo�, but she had to �eave aga�n 
to go ba�k to the v���age for two years when her 
grandmother be�ame ���. 

�My mother �ns�sted that � go and take �are of her 
�n the v���age be�ause g�r�s do a�� the domest�� work, 
not boys. G�r�s are not a��owed to study.

� shou�d be ab�e to ded��ate max�mum t�me to my 
stud�es. But � have to work throughout the day and 
then go to n�ght s�hoo�. My parents have spent 
most of the�r ��fe �n s�ums. � am very determ�ned 
that � w��� study. � want to buy a room and sett�e 
them �n �t.�

GEM Report/Ikon Productions

Lat�ka moved from rura� �nd�a to Mumba� 
and ended up living on the streets and 
finding work, interrupting her education

To improve the lives of the most 
marginalized, governments need 
to invest more in public education 
in slum settings, where many 
migrants and refugees settle.
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Invest more in public education in slum 
settings to improve the lives of the 
most marginalized 

P�ann�ng author�t�es shou�d make sure that pub��� 
s�hoo�s are w�th�n rea�h of s�ums and that s�ums are 
not neg�e�ted �n urban regenerat�on p�ans. Seasona� 
emp�oyers �su�h as �onstru�t�on and agr��u�tura� 
�ompan�es� need to work w�th governments and 
NGOs to ensure edu�at�on �s prov�ded to �h��dren of 
seasona� m�grant workers.

Migrants in slums  
have fewer educational  
opportunities 
The out�of�s�hoo� rate of 

pr�mary s�hoo��age �h��dren and 

se�ondary s�hoo��age ado�es�ents 

�n Bang�adesh was twice as high  

in slums as �n other urban areas.

 RECOMMENDATION: 
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“

Fro��an was born �nto a poor rura� F���p�no 
fam��y and moved to the Un�ted States 
fo��owed by the Un�ted Arab Em�rates for 
better opportunities
�� REFUSED TO ALLOW MY STATUS AS AN 
�MM�GRANT DEF�NE MY L�FE GOALS.�

Fro��an�s parents �eft for the Un�ted States when he 
was �ust s�x months o�d to �nd better opportun�t�es. 
Left beh�nd, he worked �n the �ower �e�ds w�th h�s 
grandmother earn�ng around US�� a day. �� be�ame a 
stat�st��, �o�n�ng the ranks of the m����ons of �h��dren 
whose parents �eft the Ph���pp�nes to work abroad.� 

Fro��an re�o�ned h�s mother �n the Un�ted States, where 
he de��ded to enro� �n a �o�a� �ommun�ty �o��ege and 
take an Eng��sh �ourse. �When � m�grated, � strugg�ed 
to express myse�f. When somebody wou�d ask me 
quest�ons, � wou�d typ��a��y not even respond be�ause 
� was afra�d of not be�ng ab�e to �n�sh the response.�

�Fear of be�ng poor aga�n, fear of be�ng d�s�r�m�nated 
aga�nst, fear of be�ng �eft out tr�ggered me to pursue 
the a�adem�� work that ��m do�ng r�ght now. � refused to 
a��ow my status as an �mm�grant de�ne my ��fe goa�s.�

RECOMMENDATION: 
Understand and plan for the education 
needs of migrants and displaced people

Prov�d�ng s�hoo� p�a�es for m�grants and refugees �s 
on�y the �rst step to �n��us�on. S�hoo� env�ronments 
have to adapt to and support students� needs. Those 
who are mov�ng to a new �anguage of �nstru�t�on need 
br�dg�ng programmes w�th qua���ed tea�hers.

Teachers of migrants and refugees must be prepared 
to address diversity. They should be trained to 
confront stereotypes, prejudices and discrimination 
so as to strengthen immigrant and refugee students� 
self�esteem and sense of belonging.

�Edu�at�onOnTheMove
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For Venezue�ans arr�v�ng �nto �o�omb�a, 
school can help them fit in

ANGELA �S A PR�N��PAL AT A 
S�HOOL �N EL SANTUAR�O �N 
�OLOMB�A.  �The b�ggest 
�ha��enge for refugee �h��dren when 
they get �nto our s�hoo� system �s 
to adapt to a s�hoo� wor�d that �s 
very d��erent be�ause the top��s 
and other �urr��u�ar �ssues are 
tota��y d��erent. We have bu��t a 
d��t�onary w�th Venezue�an terms 
and �d�oms that has a��owed us to 
understand ea�h other better.�

BESEM WORKS FOR UNH�R 
�N �OLOMB�A:  
�There �s a �a�k of know�edge of the 
r�ght that refugee �h��dren have 
to enter the edu�at�on system. 
They often do not have a��ess 
to enough money to buy s�hoo� 
supp��es or to pay for transport.�

GEM Report/LaRuta Fi lms

RECOMMENDATION: 
Prepare teachers of migrants and refugees to address diversity and hardship

Tea�hers need support to be�ome agents of �hange �n 
s�hoo� env�ronments �n�reas�ng�y shaped by m�grat�on 
and d�sp�a�ement. �urrent tea�her edu�at�on programmes 
address�ng m�grat�on are ad ho� and not part of 
ma�n �urr��u�a. Governments need to �nvest �n �n�t�a� 
and ongo�ng tea�her edu�at�on that bu��ds ab���ty to 
manage d�verse, mu�t���ngua� and mu�t��u�tura� �ontexts, 

wh��h a�so a�e�t nat�ve students. Asp�r�ng and pra�t���ng 
tea�hers and s�hoo� �eaders shou�d be g�ven the too�s to 
�onfront stereotypes, pre�ud��es and d�s�r�m�nat�on �n the 
��assroom, the s�hoo�yard and the �ommun�ty so as to 
strengthen �mm�grant and refugee students� se�f�esteem 
and sense of be�ong�ng. 

Countries must understand and plan 
for the education needs of migrants 
and displaced people. Lack of 
language pro�ciency is an education 
disadvantage, so intensive language 
classes should be o�ered to prepare 
migrants to enter public education.

�Edu�at�onOnTheMove
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So�a was born �n Fran�e to Moro��an parents,  

and struggles with prejudice
SOF�A�S FATHER �AME TO FRAN�E 
to �ont�nue h�s stud�es. Her mother 
�o�ned h�m. So�a �s �n her se�ond year �n 
un�vers�ty. ��t�s hard to study �n another 
�ountry. �n s�hoo� you hear subt�e 
stereotypes ment�oned ��ke �Oh, you 
eat �ous�ous every day?�

The b�ggest d���u�ty �s to try and get 
over our own fee��ngs that we �an�t 
su��eed be�ause we are �mm�grants. 
Even though ��m Fren�h � � ��ve here 
��ke everyone e�se, � study here, ��m �n 
��asses �ust ��ke others � ��m a�ways 
ask�ng myse�f whether ��m go�ng to be 
a��epted by others or not. However, 
we know that Fran�e �s a �ountry that 
o�ers many more opportun�t�es than 
�ess wea�thy �ountr�es ��ke Moro��o. 
� keep on te���ng myse�f that � deserve 
to be here and that � have what �t takes 
to su��eed.�

RECOMMENDATION: 
Represent m�grat�on and d�sp�a�ement h�stor�es �n edu�at�on a��urate�y to �ha��enge pre
ud��es

Bu��d�ng �n��us�ve so��et�es and he�p�ng peop�e ��ve 
together requ�res more than to�eran�e. Governments 
shou�d rev�ew edu�at�on �ontent and de��very, 
adapt�ng �urr��u�a and reth�nk�ng textbooks to re�e�t 
h�story and �urrent d�vers�ty. Edu�at�on �ontent needs 
to br�ng to the fore m�grat�on�s �ontr�but�on to wea�th 
and prosper�ty. �t shou�d promote va�ues of ��v�ng 

together and the bene�ts of d�vers�ty. Edu�at�ona� 
approa�hes shou�d �ha��enge pre�ud��es and deve�op 
�r�t��a� th�nk�ng sk���s so students �an over�ome 
un�erta�nt�es �n �ntera�t�ng w�th other �u�tures and 
res�st negat�ve med�a portraya�s of �mm�grants and 
refugees. Governments need to draw from the pos�t�ve 
exper�en�es of �nter�u�tura� edu�at�on.

Cities should carry out awareness�raising campaigns to encourage 
meaningful interaction with immigrant communities. Teachers should 
be trained to cope with diversity and teaching materials should be 
adapted to accurately represent migration.� �Edu�at�onOnTheMove
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R��hard, aged ��, �s an asy�um seeker from  
�had, who re�ent�y arr�ved �n Fran�e and 
wants to continue his education

R��hard was stu�k �n L�bya for �� months, 
wa�t�ng to rea�h Europe. And he was one 
of the �u�ky ones � of the ��� on h�s boat, 
on�y �� m�grants surv�ved the �ross�ng, 
after be�ng res�ued. Ba�k home, R��hard 
had �omp�eted one year of a degree �n 
�ommun��at�ons. Now, he �s �mpat�ent 
to resume h�s stud�es, but a�though he 
has passed a�� the tests and has o���a��y 
enro��ed at the Un�vers�ty of Perp�gnan, 
he has been to�d that unt�� h�s refugee 
status �s �on�rmed, he �s on�y a guest 
student: no res�den�e status means no 
d�p�oma. Edu�at�on opportun�t�es were 
part of h�s mot�vat�on for undertak�ng a 

hazardous �ourney through Afr��a and 
a�ross the Med�terranean, but now he �s 
b�o�ked by adm�n�strat�ve pro�ess. 

�Why �sn�t there more he�p for 
asy�um seekers who want to study at 
un�vers�t�es? Th�s shou�d be guaranteed 
for those who have a�ready begun 
h�gher edu�at�on, then been for�ed to 
�eave the�r �ountr�es. ��ve been through 
�nhuman exper�en�es � � found myse�f 
�oat�ng �n the sea w�th dead bod�es 
when � �rossed the Med�terranean. � am 
haunted by these �mages. The on�y way 
to make myse�f fee� better �s to do what 
� �ove best � to start study�ng aga�n.�
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RECOMMENDATION:
Protect the right to education of migrants and displaced 
people and include them in national education systems

Some edu�at�on systems treat �mm�grants, asy�um seekers and refugees 
as temporary or trans�ent popu�at�ons, d��erent from nat�ves. Th�s �s 
wrong; �t ho�ds ba�k the�r a�adem�� progress, so��a��zat�on and future 
opportun�t�es, and underm�nes d�verse, �ohes�ve so��et�es. Pub��� po���y 
must �n��ude them �n a�� �eve�s of nat�ona� edu�at�on, whatever the�r 
res�den�e status or do�umentat�on.
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“
R��ARDO WORKS �N A S�HOOL �N LOS ANGELES. 
The ma�or�ty of the students there are a m�xture of 
do�umented and undo�umented Mex��an �h��dren. 

�When �mm�grat�ons and �ustoms Enfor�ement 
arrested a father, the s�hoo� took the �ead �n edu�at�ng 
and empower�ng fam���es about the�r r�ghts. 

As a s�hoo� �eader, �t �s troub��ng that students are 
go�ng through so mu�h and how �t a�e�ts the�r 
�earn�ng. One of the best weapons we had was to �et our 
students speak up, �et us know how they were fee��ng, 
to �et them know they were �n a safe spa�e. �t�s not as 

bad anymore but we d�d see �ess parenta� �nvo�vement, 
we d�d see students be�ng afra�d to �ome to s�hoo�. 

�� a�tua��y have k�ds ask�ng me to �a�� ha�fway dur�ng the 
day �ust to make sure that the�r parents made �t dur�ng 
the�r sh�fts, be�ause they�re worr�ed someth�ng m�ght 
have happened to them a�ong the way.�  

�Edu�at�onOnTheMove
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Mexico to the United States  
is the largest migration corridor  

in the world, with  

12.7 million 

migrants in 2017

R��ardo worr�es about the �mpa�t that  
the threat of deportation  
has on h�s students

https://youtu.be/GO3LLVAYkv8




Busra has been tra�ned 
to he�p Syr�an �h��dren 
�n Turkey who are 
suffering from the 
trauma of the war
��T WAS ONE OF THE BEST TRA�N�NG SESS�ONS 
��VE EVER ATTENDED. � �an �ntervene more 
profess�ona��y w�th traumat�zed students. �t he�ped 
us to approa�h students �n a more sens�t�ve way 
when dea��ng w�th the�r prob�ems. �t he�ped on 
separat�ng prob�ems, determ�n�ng whether the 
�ssue �s trauma�based or not. For examp�e, �t �s 
�mportant to te�� the d��eren�e between whether 
the students� fa��ure �s based on trauma or 
�ust �az�ness. 

The better the pup��s are sp�r�tua��y, the better 
the�r behav�our �n the ��assroom, the better 
the�r fr�endsh�ps, the better they �an re�ate to 
the tea�hers and the better they a�h�eve �n 
the�r �essons.� 

RECOMMENDATION: 
Prepare teachers of migrants and refugees 
to address diversity and hardship  

Tea�hers �n d�sp�a�ement s�tuat�ons need to be sens�t�ve to the 
part��u�ar d���u�t�es d�sp�a�ed students and parents fa�e, and be 
ab�e to rea�h out to the�r �ommun�t�es. Wh��e tea�hers are not 
�ounse��ors, they �an be tra�ned to re�ogn�ze stress and trauma 
and to refer those who need he�p to spe��a��sts. Where there are 
no spe��a��sts, tea�hers shou�d be ab�e to serve as some fam���es� 
on�y a��ess to su�h serv��es.

Displaced learners have often 

had traumatic experiences of 

violence and conflict. Studies in 

high income countries have 

reported post‑traumatic stress 

disorder rates ranging from 10% 

to 25%. In low and middle income 

countries, rates as high as ��� 

have been reported.  

�N THE SYR�AN  
ARAB REPUBL��,

73%
OF TEA�HERS HAD NO TRA�N�NG �N 
PROV�D�NG PSY�HOSO��AL SUPPORT

YOUTH VERSION OF THE ���� GEM REPORT  
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Roxana �s a Roman�an student on an Erasmus  
ex�hange programme to Portuga�, where she  
�learned to look beyond stereotypes�  

�ONE OF THE 
B�GGEST 
�HALLENGES was 
to get out of my 
�omfort zone. One 
of the th�ngs that � 
�earned �s to�eran�e 
and how to better 
understand the 
past, the future and 
the behav�our of 
a nat�on.

� �earned to �ook beyond stereotypes. � understood that 
�t �s not a�ways about the nat�ona��ty, but a�so about 
the persona��ty. L�v�ng �n an �nternat�ona� �ommun�ty 
�mproved my ana�yt��a� sk���s, by �aus�ng me to a�ways 
try to understand the reason before �udg�ng. A�so, th�s 
he�ped me deve�op my w����ngness to take r�sks �n my 
profess�ona� and persona� ��fe.�

Erasmus is the largest and most famous student 

mobility programme in the world. Participants study 

up to �� months in another European country, which 

home institutions recognize towards students� degrees. 

Evaluations of the programme suggest that it has a 

positive effect on employment, career opportunities and 

personality traits relevant for employers, as well as a 

major influence on participants� social lives. 

RECOMMENDATION: 
Develop common degree standards, quality assurance 
mechanisms and academic exchange programmes to 
facilitate student mobility  

Many �mportant stru�tures are �n p�a�e �n the European H�gher 
Edu�at�on Area to fa����tate mob���ty, �n��ud�ng d�p�oma 
supp�ements, the European Qua����at�on Framework, qua��ty 
assuran�e reg�str�es and networks, the European �red�t Transfer 
System and �ompat�b�e a�adem�� �a�endars. Rep���at�ng that 
su��ess �n other reg�ons, su�h as South�eastern As�a, w��� requ�re 
susta�ned �nvestment �n robust �oord�nat�on me�han�sms.

The European Union’s higher education strategy includes 

a target that at least  20% OF GRADUATES  
should experience part of their study or training abroad.
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Look out for teachers of 

pastoralist children during their 

parents� seasonal moves for work, 

about domestic workers living 

in slums seeing their schooling 

interrupted, and teachers  

doing everything to help 

undocumented children  

access school and feel  

like they belong. 

Th�s Youth Report te��s the stor�es of peop�e 
as they move around the wor�d �n pursu�t of 

the�r edu�at�on, work or se�ur�ty and of those tasked w�th 
he�p�ng refugees and m�grants re�enter and fee� �n��uded �n s�hoo�. 

�t �s des�gned to te�� the rea� stor�es beh�nd the re�ommendat�ons 
and messages �n the ���� G�oba� Edu�at�on Mon�tor�ng Report, 
M�grat�on, d�sp�a�ement and edu�at�on: Bu��d�ng br�dges, not wa��s. 
�t br�ngs to ��fe a ser�es of re�ommendat�ons and �a��s on youth 
and tea�hers to share and d�s�uss the stor�es, to use them �n 
�ampa�gns and as a tea�h�ng too� �n ��ass. 

Read the vo��es of tea�hers �op�ng w�th over�rowd�ng �n refugee 
�amps �n Kenya and tea�hers he�p�ng Roh�ngya, Syr�an and 
Pa�est�n�an refugees �ope w�th trauma. 

Hear the stor�es of an asy�um seeker �ook�ng to �ont�nue 
h�s stud�es, se�ond�generat�on �mm�grants st��� 

fee��ng ex��uded and students benef�tt�ng from 
s�ho�arsh�ps to study abroad. 
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http://bitly.com/2019gemreport
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