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Foreword
My story wou�d not have been poss�b�e w�thout edu�at�on. Grow�ng up �n a 
d�sadvantaged v���age �n Kenya, � saw many g�r�s ��ke me �ose the�r �han�e at  
a good edu�at�on be�ause of poverty and �h��d marr�age. 

At ��, � �eft home to attend the Starehe G�r�s� �entre, a �entre for ex�e��en�e for 
a�adem��a��y ta�ented g�r�s from d�sadvantaged ba�kgrounds, be�om�ng one of the 
many young peop�e around the wor�d who have to trave� far from the�r homes to 
re�e�ve a good edu�at�on. � �ame a �ong way �n more than one way: Be�ause of the 
edu�at�ona� opportun�t�es that � had, � was ab�e to fu�
� my potent�a� and be�ome a 
youth �eader and a�t�v�st. The �han�e to be�ome whatever one wants to be �s a �han�e 
that shou�d be ava��ab�e to everyone.  

But today, too many young peop�e m�ss out on that �han�e, be�ause the�r fam���es 
or the�r �ountr�es are underpr�v��eged, be�ause they have had to move from one p�a�e 
to another, be�ause of the�r gender or the�r sexua� or�entat�on, or be�ause they have 
d�sab���t�es. Some are ent�re�y ex��uded from edu�at�on; others fa�e d�s�r�m�nat�on, 
stereotyp�ng and st�gma �n the s�hoo�s and �nst�tut�ons �n wh��h the�r �earn�ng shou�d 
be supported.

Th�s report says that 	A��MeansA��, and �t �s up to us to make that prom�se a rea��ty. 
You �an use th�s report to re�ogn�ze the ways �n wh��h our systems empower � and 
somet�mes d�sempower � peop�e through edu�at�on. Read �t to �earn how peop�e are 
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work�ng to make edu�at�on �n��us�ve for a�� and 
use �t to ho�d to a��ount the peop�e who are 
not. F�nd out about the re�ommendat�ons for 
governments to he�p them address the �ha��enge 
of �reat�ng and foster�ng �n��us�ve edu�at�on 
and speak out to make sure your government �s 
do�ng �ts best for every member of so��ety.  

Our generat�on has been born �nto a wor�d that 
�s fa��ng ser�ous �ha��enges. From the g�oba� 
�ov�d‑�� pandem�� to the ex�stent�a� threat of 

���mate �hange, every person �n every part of the wor�d has been and w��� be a�e�ted 
by the threats fa��ng us. That �s a�� the more reason why every one of us must p�ay our 
part �n 
nd�ng so�ut�ons � and edu�at�on for a�� �s essent�a� �n g�v�ng us the too�s to do 
that. We ea�h have a ro�e to p�ay �n ensur�ng that no �h��d �s �eft beh�nd and �nvest�ng 
�n �n��us�ve edu�at�on �s made a pr�or�ty at a�� �eve�s of �eadersh�p. We need edu�at�on 
systems and �nst�tut�ons that work for everyone, whatever the�r �dent�ty or �dent�t�es, 
�n wh��h peop�e fee� safe and �an thr�ve. � �ount on you to ra�se your vo��es to he�p 
�reate and support those systems.

Vivian Onano 
Youth Representat�ve,  

Global Education Monitoring Report Adv�sory Board 

@v�v�anonano

�RED�T: V�v�an Onano
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The Un�ted Nat�ons ���� Agenda for Susta�nab�e Deve�opment 
p�edges to �eave no one beh�nd. The Agenda prom�ses a ��ust, 
equ�tab�e, to�erant, open and so��a��y �n��us�ve wor�d �n wh��h the 
needs of the most vu�nerab�e are met�. To he�p bu��d that better 
wor�d, Susta�nab�e Deve�opment Goa� � says that �ountr�es must 
ensure ��n��us�ve and equ�tab�e qua��ty edu�at�on� and promote 
���fe�ong �earn�ng for a���. Th�s report �ooks at the ways �n wh��h 
�ountr�es have tr�ed to fu�
� th�s prom�se, and the peop�e who have 
fought to make sure that they do.

INCLUSION IS FOR EVERYONE

Edu�at�on �an he�p bu��d �n��us�ve so��et�es when �t sees �earner 
d�vers�ty not as a prob�em but as a �ha��enge: to �dent�fy �nd�v�dua� 
ta�ent �n a�� �ts shapes and forms and �reate the �ond�t�ons 
�n wh��h �t �an �our�sh. Unfortunate�y, vu�nerab�e groups are 
often kept out or pushed out of edu�at�on systems through 
de��s�ons that �ead to the ex��us�on of marg�na��zed groups from 
�urr��u�a, �rre�evant �earn�ng ob�e�t�ves, stereotyp�ng �n textbooks, 
d�s�r�m�nat�on �n resour�e a��o�at�on and assessment, to�eran�e of 
v�o�en�e and neg�e�t of needs.

FIGURE 1: 
A�� means a��
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when �t sees �earner d�vers�ty not as a 
prob�em but as a �ha��enge
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The �n��us�on �ha��enge �an seem d��erent for d��erent 
�ountr�es or d��erent groups. But rea��y, the �ha��enge �s 
the same, whatever the �ontext. Edu�at�on systems need 
to treat every �earner w�th d�gn�ty �n order to over�ome 
barr�ers and �mprove �earn�ng. Systems need to stop �abe���ng 
�earners. �n��us�on �annot be a�h�eved one group at a t�me, 
s�n�e �earners have many �nterse�t�ng �dent�t�es, and no 
one �hara�ter�st�� predeterm�nes peop�e�s ab���ty to �earn.

�n��us�ve edu�at�on �s often asso��ated w�th the needs 
of peop�e w�th d�sab���t�es and the re�at�onsh�p between 

FIGURE 2: 
A quarter of a b����on �h��dren, ado�es�ents and youth are not �n s�hoo�

a. Out�of�school rate of primary and secondary school�age children, 
adolescents and youth, ���������

b. Out�of�school primary and secondary school�age children,  
adolescents and youth, ��������� 
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GEM StatLink: http://b�t�y/GEM����_Summary_f�g�
Source: U�S database.

We need systems that work for everybody, 
not �ust for those who meet whatever �r�ter�a 
the�r so��ety de�nes as �norma��

��� of �ountr�es  
have a de�n�t�on of �n��us�on, 

but on�y ��� of those have  
a de�n�t�on that �overs a��  

�earners w�thout ex�ept�on.
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spe��a� and ma�nstream edu�at�on. But the same pra�t��es 
that ex��ude peop�e w�th d�sab���t�es a�so ex��ude other 
peop�e, for reasons su�h as gender, age, �o�at�on, poverty, 
ethn���ty, m�grat�on or d�sp�a�ement status and sexua� 
or�entat�on or gender �dent�ty express�on. We need 
systems that work for everybody, not �ust for those who 
meet whatever �r�ter�a the�r so��ety de
nes as �norma��. 
The �on�ept of barr�ers to part���pat�on and �earn�ng 
shou�d rep�a�e the �on�ept of spe��a� needs.

IDENTITY, BACKGROUND AND ABILITY DICTATE 
EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES

Poverty and �nequa��ty are ma�or barr�ers to �earn�ng. 
�n �ow� and m�dd�e��n�ome �ountr�es, ado�es�ents from 
the r��hest ��� househo�ds are three t�mes as ��ke�y as 
those from the poorest to �omp�ete �ower se�ondary 
s�hoo�; of those who �omp�ete, students from the r��hest 
househo�ds are tw��e as ��ke�y to have bas�� read�ng and 
mathemat��s sk���s as those from the poorest househo�ds.

Where you are from, the �anguage you speak, and your 
ab���ty a�e�t your �earn�ng opportun�t�es too. Ado�es�ent 
refugees are three t�mes as ��ke�y to be out of se�ondary 
s�hoo�, wh��e students aged ���� �n m�dd�e� and h�gh�
�n�ome �ountr�es who do not speak the �anguage of the 
test are �� per�entage po�nts �ess ��ke�y to be pro
��ent �n 
read�ng. �n �� �ow� and m�dd�e��n�ome �ountr�es, �h��dren 
w�th d�sab���t�es were ��� �ess ��ke�y to a�h�eve m�n�mum 
pro
��en�y �n read�ng than those w�thout d�sab���t�es. 

Wor�dw�de, a quarter of a b����on �h��dren, young peop�e 
and adu�ts are st��� not �n s�hoo�, and the 
gure �s h�ghest 
�n sub�Saharan Afr��a.

Often, peop�e have more than one k�nd of d�sadvantage. 
Those most ��ke�y to be ex��uded from edu�at�on are 
a�so d�sadvantaged due to �anguage, �o�at�on, gender 
and ethn���ty. �n �� �ountr�es, most�y �n sub�Saharan 
Afr��a, �ess than a quarter of the poorest g�r�s �omp�ete 
pr�mary edu�at�on. �n at �east �� �ountr�es, most�y �n 

sub�Saharan Afr��a, hard�y any poor rura� young women 
�omp�ete se�ondary s�hoo�.

M�nor�ty and marg�na��zed students often exper�en�e 
stereotyp�ng. Negat�ve att�tudes �ead to �so�at�on and 
bu��y�ng. �n the Un�ted States, LGBT� students were a�most 
three t�mes more ��ke�y to say that they had stayed home 
from s�hoo� be�ause of fee��ng unsafe.  Stereotypes 
�an a�so �ower students� expe�tat�ons and se�f�esteem. 
�n Sw�tzer�and, g�r�s �nterna��zed the �dea that they are 
�ess su�ted than boys for s��en�e, te�hno�ogy, eng�neer�ng 
and mathemat��s, wh��h d�s�ouraged them from pursu�ng 
degrees �n these 
e�ds.

MILLIONS ARE MISSING OUT ON THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN 

�n m�dd�e��n�ome �ountr�es, desp�te a ���pe�entage po�nt 
�n�rease �n the past �� years, on�y three�quarters are st��� 
�n s�hoo� by age ��. Of those, on�y ha�f are �earn�ng the 
bas��s, a rate that has been stagnant over the per�od. 

And many assessments overest�mate how we�� students 
are do�ng: Three�quarters of students who d�d no better 
�n mu�t�p�e �ho��e quest�ons than random guess�ng were 
�ons�dered pro
��ent �n read�ng �n a reg�ona� assessment 
of �� �ountr�es �n Lat�n Amer��a. 

GLOBAL FIGURES ON LEARNING DO NOT SHOW 
HOW THE MOST DISADVANTAGED ARE DOING 

F�gures on �earn�ng are most�y taken from s�hoo�, even �f 
many are not part���pat�ng. �n add�t�on, of the �ountr�es 
that are �arry�ng out �earn�ng assessments, more than 
ha�f report on�y average s�ores.

�h��dren most ��ke�y to be ex��uded 
from edu�at�on are a�so d�sadvantaged 
be�ause of �anguage, �o�at�on, gender 
and ethn���ty
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LAWS DO NOT COVER ALL LEARNERS 
AT RISK  OF EXCLUSION

Many �ountr�es have �aws that de
ne �n��us�ve edu�at�on:

SOME COUNTRIES ARE MOVING TOWARDS 
INCLUSION, BUT SEGREGATION IS STILL 
WIDESPREAD 

�n ��� of �ountr�es, the �aws say that peop�e w�th 
d�sab���t�es shou�d be edu�ated �n separate sett�ngs, 
r�s�ng to above ��� �n Lat�n Amer��a and the �ar�bbean 
and �n As�a. Nat�ona� po����es, wh��h are updated more 
frequent�y than �aws, are more ��ke�y to favour �n��us�on: 
�� of �ountr�es have po����es for edu�at�on �n separate 
sett�ngs, wh��e ��� opt for �ntegrat�on and �
� for 
�n��us�on ���� �n O�ean�a�. But �n sp�te of a�� these good 
�ntent�ons, governments often do not make sure that �aws 
and po����es on �n��us�ve edu�at�on are �mp�emented.

Braz�� �hanged �ts po����es and �n�reased the per�entage 
of students w�th d�sab���t�es �n ma�nstream s�hoo�s from 
��� �n ���� to 
�� �n ����. �n As�a and the Pa��
�, a�most 

�� of �h��dren w�th d�sab���t�es went to ma�nstream 
s�hoo�s, rang�ng from �� �n Kyrgyzstan to ���� �n 
T�mor‑Leste and Tha��and. 

�ountr�es �n��ud�ng �h��e and Mex��o have a �ot of 
segregat�on by �n�ome. Th�s k�nd of s�hoo� segregat�on 
bare�y �hanged between ���� and ����. Peop�e w�th 

m�grant ba�kgrounds, too, often 
nd themse�ves 
segregated: �n a�� but one Organ�sat�on for E�onom�� 
�o‑operat�on and Deve�opment �OE�D� �ountry, 
more than ��� of a�� �mm�grant students attend s�hoo�s 
w�th a h�gh number of other �mm�grants.

DESPITE PROGRESS, MANY COUNTRIES 
STILL DO NOT COLLECT, REPORT OR USE DATA 
ON THOSE LEFT BEHIND 

S�n�e ����, ��� of �ountr�es, represent�ng ��� of the 
g�oba� popu�at�on, have not had a pub����y ava��ab�e 
househo�d survey g�v�ng d�saggregated data on key fa�ts 
about edu�at�on. 

But progress has been made. Measurement of d�sab���ty 
has �mproved. Some re�ent data from �� �ountr�es 
suggest that �h��dren w�th d�sab���t�es make up ��� of the 
out�of�s�hoo� popu�at�on.

��� have �aws referr�ng to edu�at�on 
for peop�e w�th d�sab���t�es; 

��� for ��ngu�st�� m�nor�t�es; 

��� for g�r�s and women;  
	 and

��� for ethn�� 
m�nor�t�es and 

�nd�genous  
peop�es
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�dent�fy�ng spe��a� needs �an he�p tea�hers and s�hoo�s 
he�p part��u�ar students. But �abe���ng someone as  
hav�ng �spe��a� needs� �an en�ourage stereotypes.  
The �ow expe�tat�ons tr�ggered by a �abe�, su�h as 
hav�ng �earn�ng d���u�t�es, �an be�ome se�f�fu�
���ng. 
And some marg�na��zed groups are d�s�r�m�nated 
aga�nst by ass�gn�ng them to spe��a� needs �ategor�es, 
as demonstrated by su��essfu� �ega� �ha��enges over 
Roma students� r�ght to edu�at�on.

TEACHING MATERIALS OFTEN IGNORE 
THE BENEFITS OF DIVERSITY  

�urr��u�a shou�d reassure a�� groups at r�sk of ex��us�on 
that they are �mportant. Us�ng d��erent �urr��u�a of 
d��er�ng standards for some groups ho�ds ba�k �n��us�on 
and �reates st�gma. Even so, many �ountr�es st��� 
tea�h students w�th d�sab���t�es a spe��a� �urr��u�um, 
o�er refugees on�y the �urr��u�um of the�r home 
�ountry, or push �ower a�h�evers onto s�ower edu�at�on 
tra�ks. And �ust �� �ountr�es wor�dw�de re�ogn�ze s�gn 
�anguage as an o���a� �anguage, of wh��h �� are �n the 
European Un�on.

Textbooks somet�mes �n��ude m�nor�ty groups �n 
ways that �n�rease the extent to wh��h they are seen, 
or see themse�ves, as �other�. �nappropr�ate �mages and 
des�r�pt�ons that asso��ate �erta�n �hara�ter�st��s w�th 
part��u�ar groups �an make students fee� m�srepresented, 
m�sunderstood, frustrated and a��enated. �n many 
�ountr�es, g�r�s and women are under�represented 
and stereotyped. The share of fema�es �n se�ondary 
s�hoo� Eng��sh��anguage textbook text and �mages 
was ��� �n �ndones�a, ��� �n Bang�adesh and 
��� �n Pun�ab prov�n�e, Pak�stan. Women were 
represented �n �ess prest�g�ous o��upat�ons and 
as �ntroverted. �n Europe, �� out of �� �ountr�es 
do not address sexua� or�entat�on and gender 
�dent�ty exp����t�y �n the�r �urr��u�a.

A KEY BARRIER TO INCLUSION IN EDUCATION  
IS THE LACK OF BELIEF THAT IT IS POSSIBLE  
AND DESIRABLE

�n��us�on �annot be rea��zed un�ess tea�hers have va�ues, 
know�edge and att�tudes that a��ow every student to su��eed. 
But tea�hers are not �mmune to b�as, and see�ng some 
students as unab�e to �earn �an mean tea�hers strugg�e 
to see ea�h student�s potent�a�. Some tea�hers �n �h�na, 
for examp�e, had �ess pos�t�ve per�ept�ons of rura� m�grant 
students than of urban students.

�urr��u�a shou�d reassure a�� groups at 
r�sk of ex��us�on that they are �mportant, 
but many �ountr�es st��� tea�h some 
students a separate �urr��u�um
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One �n three tea�hers �n �� most�y upper�m�dd�e� and 
h�gh��n�ome �ountr�es �n ���
 reported that they d�d 
not ad�ust the�r tea�h�ng to students� �u�tura� d�vers�ty. 
Part of the prob�em may be that tea�her d�vers�ty often 
�ags beh�nd popu�at�on d�vers�ty. Edu�at�on systems need 
to re�ogn�ze that tea�hers from marg�na��zed groups �an 
�n�rease �n��us�on by o�er�ng un�que �ns�ghts and serv�ng 
as ro�e mode�s to a�� students.

Tea�hers need he�p to prepare them for �n��us�ve tea�h�ng. 
Around ��� of tea�hers �n �
 edu�at�on systems report 
that they needed profess�ona� deve�opment on tea�h�ng 
students w�th spe��a� needs. A�ross �� sub�Saharan 
Afr��an �ountr�es, on�y 
� of grade � and � tea�hers had 
�n�serv��e tra�n�ng �n �n��us�ve edu�at�on.

Tea�h�ng ass�stants �an be part��u�ar�y he�pfu� to tea�hers 
�n support�ng students w�th d��erent needs. But a survey 
of tea�her un�ons reported that support personne� are 
not ava��ab�e �n at �east ��� of �ountr�es, and �n p�a�es 
where they are ava��ab�e, they often do not have enough 
profess�ona� deve�opment.

INAPPROPRIATE AND UNSAFE ENVIRONMENTS 
HOLD BACK STUDENTS’ CAPACITY TO LEARN

One�th�rd of ��� to ���year�o�ds have been bu���ed �n 
s�hoo�, and those who are seen as d��erent are the most 
��ke�y to be v��t�m�zed. Lesb�an, gay, b�sexua�, transgender 
and �ntersex students �n New Zea�and were three t�mes 
as ��ke�y to be bu���ed. �n Uganda, 
�� of �h��dren w�th 
d�sab���t�es as �ompared w�th ��� of those w�thout 
exper�en�ed v�o�en�e by peers or sta�. 

Trave���ng to s�hoo� �an be dangerous for students, and 
bu��d�ngs are often poor�y des�gned. More than one�
quarter of g�r�s �n �� Afr��an, As�an and Lat�n Amer��an 
�ountr�es reported never or rare�y fee��ng safe on the way 
to or from s�hoo�. No s�hoo�s �n Burund�, N�ger or Samoa 

�nappropr�ate �mages and des�r�pt�ons 
�n textbooks �an make students fee� 
m�srepresented, m�sunderstood, 
frustrated and a��enated
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had proper �nfrastru�ture for students w�th d�sab���t�es. 
Ass�st�ve te�hno�ogy, su�h as d��tat�on software and 
s�reen readers, �an he�p �mprove graduat�on rates, se�f�
esteem and opt�m�sm, but �t �s often unava��ab�e due to 
�a�k of resour�es or not used proper�y be�ause of �a�k of 
tea�her edu�at�on.

PARENTS NEED SUPPORT TO EMBRACE  
INCLUSIVE EDUCATION AND TO CARE FOR 
CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS

G�ven the �ho��e, parents want to send the�r �h��dren to 
s�hoo�s that ensure the�r we���be�ng. Parents of vu�nerab�e 
�h��dren need to trust that ma�nstream s�hoo�s w��� 
respond to the�r needs. 

Parents need support �n ear�y �dent�
�at�on of the�r 
�h��dren�s needs and he�p to manage the�r �h��dren�s s�eep, 
behav�our, nurs�ng, �omfort and �are. Ear�y �ntervent�on 

programmes �an he�p them get more �on
dent, use other 
support serv��es and enro� �h��dren �n ma�nstream s�hoo�s. 

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION ALL THE WAY 
THROUGH TO POST-COMPULSORY EDUCATION 
CAN BE MADE MORE INCLUSIVE

O�er�ng a�� �h��dren �n��us�ve ear�y �h��dhood �are and 
edu�at�on g�ves them better �han�es throughout the�r 
��ves, yet a��ess tends to be �ower for �h��dren who need �t 
the most. �t �s �mportant to �dent�fy �h��dren�s needs ear�y 
�n pres�hoo� but �abe���ng peop�e as d��erent �n the name 
of �n��us�on �an ba�k
re. 

�n pr�mary and se�ondary s�hoo�, remed�a� support and 
se�ond��han�e programmes �an he�p strugg��ng students 
progress from one grade to the next and re�enter the 
edu�at�on systems. 

Tert�ary edu�at�on �ntervent�ons a�med at �n��us�on  
tend to fo�us on he�p�ng vu�nerab�e groups to  
a��ess edu�at�on through quotas or 
nan��a� he�p.  
But on�y ��� of �� �ountr�es had strateg�es  
to make tert�ary edu�at�on equ�tab�e for everyone; 
another ��� had strateg�es on�y for part��u�ar groups. 
One �n four �ountr�es has some k�nd of a�rmat�ve a�t�on 
programme to he�p marg�na��zed peop�e get a��ess to 
tert�ary edu�at�on. 

More than one�quarter of g�r�s �n 
�� Afr��an, As�an and Lat�n Amer��an 
�ountr�es never or rare�y fee� safe 
on the way to or from s�hoo�

One�th�rd of ��� to ���year�o�ds have been bu���ed �n s�hoo�, and 
those who are seen as d��erent are the most ��ke�y to be v��t�m�zed
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FINANCING NEEDS TO TARGET THOSE 
MOST IN NEED

�n��us�ve edu�at�on �an �ost more, and 
poorer reg�ons and �ountr�es �an su�er. 
A�ross �� OE�D �ountr�es, poorer s�hoo�s 
and ��assrooms are more ��ke�y to have �ess 
qua��
ed tea�hers.

G�v�ng money d�re�t�y to students and 
the�r fam���es as �ond�t�ona� �ash transfers 
�an he�p: �n Lat�n Amer��a, �ond�t�ona� �ash 
transfers meant students �n�reased the�r t�me 
�n s�hoo� by between �.� and �.� years.

Some �ountr�es have �n�reased the�r budgets 
to �n��ude more students w�th d�sab���t�es. 
�n ���
, Maur�t�us, for examp�e, quadrup�ed 
�ts annua� grant for tea�h�ng a�ds, ut���t�es, 
furn�ture and equ�pment for students w�th 
spe��a� needs.

The world has committed to inclusive education because it is the foundation 
of an education system of good quality that allows every  
child, youth and adult to learn and fulfil their potential. Learner diversity has 
to be seen not as a problem but as an opportunity. Inclusion cannot  
be achieved if it is seen as an inconvenience or if people believe that learners’ 
levels of ability are fixed. Education systems need to be responsive to all 
learners’ needs. 

To help achieve this goal, we make these recommendations:

1
W�den the understand�ng of �n��us�ve edu�at�on: �t shou�d �n��ude a�� 
�earners, whatever the�r �dent�ty, ba�kground or ab���ty.

2
Target �nan��ng to those �eft beh�nd: There �an be no �n��us�on  
wh��e m����ons �a�k a��ess to edu�at�on.

3
Share expert�se and resour�es: Th�s �s the on�y way to susta�n a 
trans�t�on to �n��us�on.

4
Engage �n mean�ngfu� �onsu�tat�on w�th �ommun�t�es and parents: 
�n��us�on �annot be enfor�ed from above.

5
Ensure �ooperat�on a�ross government departments, se�tors and  
t�ers: �n��us�on �n edu�at�on �s �ust one part of so��a� �n��us�on.

6
Make spa�e for non�government a�tors to �ha��enge and ��� gaps: They 
must a�so make sure they work towards the same �n��us�on goa�.

7
App�y un�versa� des�gn: Ensure �n��us�ve systems fu��� every  
�earner�s potent�a�.

8
Prepare, empower and mot�vate the edu�at�on workfor�e:  
A�� tea�hers shou�d be prepared to tea�h a�� students.

9
�o��e�t data on and for �n��us�on w�th attent�on and respe�t:  
Avo�d �abe���ng that st�gmat�zes.

10 Learn from peers: A sh�ft to �n��us�on �s not easy

�t �s �mportant to �dent�fy �h��dren�s 
needs ear�y, but �abe���ng peop�e as 
d��erent �n the name of �n��us�on 
�an ba�k�re Recommendations

�


Learner d�vers�ty has to be seen not as a prob�em 
but as an opportun�ty. �n��us�on �annot be 
a�h�eved �f �t �s seen as an �n�onven�en�e.
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A�� around the wor�d, many �h��dren, young peop�e and 

adu�ts fa�e barr�ers that prevent them from fu�����ng the�r 

true potent�a� � �n��ud�ng �n edu�at�on. To �ght pre�ud��e 

and m�s�nformat�on, �hamp�ons of �n��us�on are fundamenta� 

to �hange m�ndsets at s�hoo�, �o�a�, nat�ona� and �nternat�ona� 

�eve�s. These �� v�s�onary and �ourageous �hamp�ons 

have fought to a�h�eve �n��us�on for themse�ves, for the�r 

�oved ones and for a��. 

Twelve Champions in  

Inclusion in Education
from Around the World

INCLUSION AND EDUCATION: ALL MEANS ALL ��
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Yédê Adama Sanogo �s an a�t�v�st from �ôte d��vo�re. 

Left �omp�ete�y deaf after �ontra�t�ng men�ng�t�s at the age of ��, he batt�ed 

d�s�r�m�nat�on �n the system to get an edu�at�on. �n s�hoo�, he �ou�d not hear 

and had no �nterpreter, and he was somet�mes repr�manded for ask�ng for he�p. 

Even though he passed the exam�nat�on to enter se�ondary s�hoo�, he was 

prevented from enro���ng. But he d�d not g�ve up; he �earned s�gn �anguage, 

and �n t�me, he attended and graduated from un�vers�ty. Ever s�n�e, he has 

fought for the r�ghts of peop�e w�th d�sab���t�es. He says that 

�disability is not, cannot and should not be a reason 
for denying a child�s education rights�.

Jean-Paul Sebigoso was born and grew up  

�n a Burund�an refugee �amp. Now, he tr�es to ensure the  

r�ghts of �h��dren who are go�ng through what he went through.  

The s�hoo� he founded for Burund�an refugees �n Rwanda 

tea�hes over ��,��� Burund�an students as we�� as a�most 

�,��� Rwandan students. �ean�Pau� be��eves that students are 

most su��essfu� when the�r �ommun�t�es are beh�nd them, so h�s 

s�hoo� a�so tea�hes �h��dren�s parents. Burund�an refugees are 

�n��uded �n the s�hoo� adm�n�strat�on, and Burund�an tea�hers 

he�p the �h��dren to fee� at home. 

Alejandro Calleja Lucas �s the father of RubØn, a �h��d 

w�th spe��a� needs. For about e�ght years, RubØn attended and thr�ved �n a 

regu�ar s�hoo� �n Spa�n, but then he was put �n a spe��a� s�hoo�. S�n�e then, 

A�e�andro has fought for h�s son�s r�ght to attend the s�hoo� of h�s �ho��e. 

A�e�andro and h�s fam��y have taken the government to �ourt �n Spa�n and 

have made a �omp�a�nt to the �omm�ttee on the R�ghts of Persons w�th 

D�sab���t�es. He says: 

�We are �ghting for RubØn  
and all children�.

�RED�T: So��ety w�thout Barr�ers � 
�ôte d��vo�re �SWB����

�RED�T: VVOB � edu�at�on for deve�opment

�RED�T: Dav�d �a��e�a Loma
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Daniela Galindo Bermúdez grew up �n �o�omb�a. 

Her s�ster, �u��s, was born unab�e to speak. To he�p her s�ster �ommun��ate 

and take part �n so��ety, Dan�e�a deve�oped a software program 

�a��ed Hab�ando �on �u��s 
 Speak�ng w�th �u��s. The software now has 

�,��� users �n Lat�n Amer��a, and Dan�e�a�s �ompany has partnersh�ps 

w�th governments and un�vers�t�es a�ross the reg�on. And �u��s herse�f 

�s now part of the deve�opment team.

Cristiane Cerdera runs a �aboratory on edu�at�on and d�vers�ty at the s�hoo� where she 

tea�hes �n R�o de �ane�ro, prov�d�ng a spa�e for students to ta�k about sexua� or�entat�on, gender �dent�ty 

and express�on. �n re�ent years, po��t���ans have 

tr�ed to shut down �r�st�ane�s �ab, be�ause they 

want to prevent peop�e from �earn�ng about 

gender and LGBT� r�ghts �n Braz���an so��ety. 

But �r�st�ane �ont�nues to res�st, be��ev�ng that

�it is necessary to educate with the 
understanding that, in fact, we are 
ALL di�erent.� 
She has re�e�ved three �o�a� awards for her work. 

Vilma Saloj grew up �n a poor rura� fam��y �n Guatema�a. 

Now, she �eads a s�hoo� that a�ms to empower poor g�r�s ��ke her 

through edu�at�on. By engag�ng w�th �ommun�ty �eaders and fam���es, 

and mak�ng sure that tea�hers speak the �o�a� �anguage, the s�hoo� 

ensures that young g�r�s have support to �ont�nue the�r edu�at�on. 

�n ����, V��ma�s s�hoo� re�e�ved the Zayed Susta�nab���ty Pr�ze, 

re�ogn�z�ng �t as the most �nnovat�ve and �n��us�ve s�hoo� 

�n the Amer��as. 

�RED�T: �r�st�ane Pere�ra �erdera

�RED�T: �sabe�a Lyr�o

�RED�T: Hab�ando �on �u��s
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Silvana Corso 

�s from Argent�na. 

Her daughter, �ata��na, 

was born parap�eg�� and 

d�ed when she was on�y 

� years o�d. Throughout 

�ata��na�s ��fe, S��vana fought 

for her daughter�s �n��us�on 

�n ma�nstream edu�at�on. 

After �ata��na�s death, 

�nsp�red by her daughter, 

S��vana be�ame the pr�n��pa� of an �n��us�ve s�hoo� and now 

tra�ns other tea�hers �n Lat�n Amer��a and the �ar�bbean and 

Europe �n �n��us�ve edu�at�on. She says: 

�Catalina took with her from this life 
the human touch and tickles from her 
classmates. She wouldn�t have had these 
experiences in the special school she 
was supposed to go to, where the other 
students were also paraplegic. She could 
only have gotten these experiences in a 
regular school.�

Emiliano Naranjo was born �n 

Argent�na w�th �erebra� pa�sy. As a �h��d, 

he re��ed on sport to he�p h�m dea� w�th h�s 

phys��a� d�sab���t�es. He de��ded to use h�s 

exper�en�e to tea�h others how to �mprove 

through sport, so he enro��ed �n un�vers�ty 

to �earn to be a phys��a� edu�at�on tea�her. 

But when he had �omp�eted h�s degree �ourse, 

h�s un�vers�ty refused to g�ve h�m h�s degree 

be�ause of d�s�r�m�nat�on. He fought the 

un�vers�ty �n �ourt for �� years to re�e�ve h�s 

degree. Now, Em���ano h�mse�f �s a un�vers�ty 

professor, tea�h�ng others how to be�ome 

phys��a� edu�at�on tea�hers. 

Brina Kei M. Maxino, from the Ph���pp�nes, was born w�th Down syndrome. 

Throughout her edu�at�on, Br�na fa�ed d�s�r�m�nat�on, bu��y�ng and �ow expe�tat�ons, 

but she over�ame them a�� w�th determ�nat�on and �ourage. She re�e�ved a �o��ege 

degree �n h�story and was �hosen as a G�oba� Youth Ambassador for Spe��a� O�ymp��s. 

As a pub��� speaker, she advo�ates for the r�ghts of peop�e w�th �nte��e�tua� d�sab���t�es, 

g�v�ng the message that

�so many bright and talented disabled children could 
shine in mainstream schools with the right support�.

�RED�T: Mart�n Ro�as Mun�agurr�a

�RED�T: Mar�a F�or�ana P���o��n�

�RED�T: W�nston Max�no
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Colin Northmore founded the 

Three�S�x pro�e�t �n �ohannesburg, South Afr��a, 

to edu�ate refugee �h��dren who have been 

ex��uded from the state s�hoo� system for 

reasons su�h as ra��sm and poverty. 

‘It is only when a country can assure 
the rights of the furthest marginalized 
that we can say that all of our rights 
are accomplished’, he said. 

�o��n�s pro�e�t has he�ped hundreds of these 

�h��dren to �ont�nue the�r edu�at�on and, 

eventua��y, to return to ma�nstream edu�at�on. 

Some of the pro�e�t�s students have even  

gone on to un�vers�ty. 

Jane Bouvier ��ves �n 

Marse���e, Fran�e, where �h��dren from 

Roma fam���es are often ex��uded 

from s�hoo�. �ane began vo�unteer�ng 

to he�p Roma �h��dren get �nto s�hoo� 

�n ����. Two years �ater, she qu�t 

her tea�h�ng �ob and founded an 

organ�zat�on to he�p marg�na��zed 

fam���es enro�� the�r �h��dren �n s�hoo�, 

a��ess free s�hoo� mea�s and support 

the�r �h��dren�s s�hoo� deve�opment. 

�ane says: 

�A child�s place is at school with other children. 
There is no choice; inclusive education is a right 
and it is the duty of every country to ful�l it.�

Suraj Yengde was born �n Maharashtra, �nd�a, �nto the 

Da��t �aste. �n �nd�a, peop�e of �ower �astes have fewer edu�at�ona� 

opportun�t�es, but Sura��s parents enro��ed h�m �n a �hr�st�an s�hoo�, 

where �aste mattered a ��tt�e �ess. He was �u�ky; most �h��dren 

from �ower �astes have ��tt�e �han�e of go�ng further than the 

��th grade. Sura�, however, went to un�vers�ty �n Mumba�, and then 

to the Un�ted K�ngdom, where 

he re�e�ved an LL.M., fo��owed by 

a PhD from South Afr��a. At ��, 

he �s now a fe��ow and postdo� at 

Harvard Kennedy S�hoo�, one of 

on�y three �aste members to be 

there as far as he �s aware. 

‘It crushes the heart, but even today 

I’m still an untouchable. Being at 

Harvard or anywhere in the world, 

my primary identity for some reason 

is not going away’, he says.

�RED�T: Ben�am�n Buge�a for the Three�S�x Pro�e�t

�RED�T: �ane Bouv�er

�RED�T: Aaran Pate�






















